THE ANDOVER ONION,.
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HORRIELE DISCLOSURES.
(rRoM CUR OWN CORRESTONDENT.)
ANDOYER, Avovst 12.

The sbecking and disgraceful cceurrences which hawve
laken place in conmexion with the management of this
union have, a8 far as they have heen disclosed, caused great
disgust andindignation amongst ths ighsbitenta of the town
and ite vicinity,

Tt appears tbat, notwithstanding 8ie J, Geaham's modest
doublts of the sccuracy of the statements made by Mr. Wak-
tey, and his opinioa that they were too horrible to be teae,
they turn ouk to be perfectly troe and horribla too.

Porsome time past rumours had qot afloat that Lhe
psupers who were employed in the dissgreesbls and on-
wholesome process of bone-crushing were in the habit of
Euawiog them Iike doga o appeass their huoger ; and when
it was recollectod that thoss bomes were the bones of horses,
a3 well a8 of other enimals, not excepling some [rom
churchyards cccasionally, the story did certainly scem
to be téo revolling to be believed, and on that groond
the incredulity of the Home Becretary, whether assumed or
real, might be excosed. Batas he ordered an immediats in.
vestigation o be instituted, and as Mr. Amistant-Commis-
sioner Parker came down beroon Monday, the 44h inst., ex-
smined wilnesses, and returned with his report on the next
day, the evidencs taken by him being fully cenfirmatory of
the rumeurs abread, Sir J. Grabam must huve bad guffi-
clent time between that day and the prorogation of Parlis-
ment, on Eatarday afternoon, to have civen a foll and satis
factory answer to the question put to him by the hoa, mem-
ber for Finsbury, and to bave proved the sinoerity of the
sentiments he expressed upon that oceation. Bub *'a still
tovgue makes & wise head,"” says the proverh.

The poor, snd the friends of the poor, and [ mat add the
lovers of truth and jostice, are indebled to the manly spirit
of Mr. Hogh Munday, one of the guardians aod a borough
magistrate, residiog mear Andover, for the public notes
which wsa taken of this matter in the Honss of Commona:
and for the importast consequences which have resalied,
wnd must resull, from that proceediog.  Mr. Muanday having
received information cpon which be thought he could place
full relisnce corroborative of the rumonrs above slluded to,
went to the woionbhonse, wh'ch iz about a mila from the
town, taking with kim Mr, Payne, who is & surzecn. Ha
then desired Macdougal, the mastor of the hoose, to sccom-
pany him aad Mr. Payoe into the yacd, and to call ont ten
of the male paupers indiscriminately. That being done, Mr.
Mundsy, addressing them, sald he was aboul to sk them
tome questions respecting statementa which had got sbroad,
and which, if true, would bring great discredit upon the
union, He desired them to speak the truth, and they wonld
ba protected ; but should they siate snyihiog that wae false
they would be dealt with as they deserved. He then asked
thtHu—

““Are you in the habit of erushing bones in thia bonsa 1"
The anawer was,—*" We ara"

I Can you tell anything,"” they were then asked, “ concern-
ing the report which is going about the town, that the paupers
eogaged in bone-crunking have been in the habi: of eabing
what porticns of fleah or gristle and marcow that might be
feund on orin them ¥

“* Oh, yeo,” wan the general reply ; 8 out of the 10 men
admitied thst they had frequently partsken of the nauseous
suhatances, becanse their bunger waa so keen that they conld
not keep from doing 0. The two cther men denied having
done #o, but said they had scen theircompanions eating what
they bad deseribed, snd that their stalements were quite
troe.

“ Are yom snxious (9 get thess benes I™ was the pext
questism,

“ We are ready bo fighbover them,” they reoliad.

! Did you ever fight over them ™

** No, we never did, exactly ; we mansee in another port
of & way. Asscones onseces & gosd bone which is un-
obeerved by the rest, be contrives € ebesl it away and hide it
Eill be zels an opportunity to eat it.”

Being msked if they hed any bones hidden thesm, gome of
the men anawered in the affirmakive, and went to khe
“ashy," & place in which ashes sre depasited, whencn they
took two bones, which Mr. Murday examined and fiumd
that they stank dreadfully, dicecting the stiention of the
master to the fack,

At the next meeling of the board of guardisns Mr. XMuan-
doy gave notice of & motion on the rbject for the following
meetiog, when he proposed a resolution to the effect, that
the Poor Law Commisvionera should be made sequninted with
these circumatances, snd that their advice shoald be solicited

a8 t0 whal slepa ought to be taken by the guardians. This
reselulion, however, was negatived on & division of the mem-
bers of the board of guardians,

When Mr. Mundsy feand his purposs, -straiphtforward
and bonourable as it was, thus foilsd, he and bis friends
who thought and scted with him got up a petition to the
House of Commons stating the facts, and praying the attea-
tion of che houre to the case, The petition was forwarded
to Mr. Etwall, M.P. for the borouzh of Andover, and copies
sleo to Mr. Wakley and Mr, Doncombe, the members for
Finebury, with a requast that they would support its prayes.
Az khe railway business ab that time so much interfersd
wish the atlendance of hon. members at the hour APPropri-
ated to the presentation of petitions, it was thought md-
visable not to present this one until n favourable oppactunity
of gaining menersl atiention to it should arrive, The
sersion rapidly drew to a close ; and therefore Mr. Wakles,
taking what he thought the best mede under the circnm-
ttanced of bringing the matter bofore the Government and
the public, ssked 2irJ, Grabam if be kpaw anything abut
it. What book place upon that discussion in the houss has
been alrendy before the nublic.

The result was thot Mr, Amsistant-Commimsioncr Parker
was sent down, ss I mentioned before, to institute an in-
quiry into the facta, The course which he took i admi-
rably illusirative of the preseat Poer Law system. Ha col-
lected park of bis evidence by abruptly visiting gentlemen at
their private residences, and other parts from paupers who
were examined under restraind with closed doore. This state-
mant may appear too strange to be true. It is a fact, how-
ever, that Mr. Parker, after taking up hisquarters at the Star

otel, proceeded in & gig to the residence of Mr, Munday,
whom be began to question, writing down his statoments,
respecting the bone-crushimg business. Having done this,
be demunded who were the informsnta of Mr, Muoday. It
82 bappered that one of them, s man who had been in che
ukionhouse for some lime, was then at work upen Mr,
Muoday's farm. He was sent for, and in answer to queatione
put by the smsistantcommissioner, confirmed the whole
story. With regard to the examioations which took place
in the union-houss, I am informed that they wera
conducted in u wery irregular way, the master being
present, and seversl of the panpers being bLrought in
together, he suggesting both questions and answers. Had
they been exsmined separately, as in & fair investization
they would have been, in the absence of the mastor, it is
thought that evidence of a very extraordinary nature would
have been elicibed. As it was, there was adducad more thag
sulicient proof of the truth of the repirts in circulation ;
and the men declared, their declaration beine wncomtra:
dicted, that the intepuments attached to the bones and the
mATTOw Were green, stinking, acd rotbea ; but that taey did
not mind that so that they could get something o eat.

. The dirgusting disclosares upon this subject have led fo an
inquiry into the truth or falschood of another report
for a long time rife in the neighbourhood—that the inmates

of the unionhouse have been cheated of their propar allow-
ances by the master. The bonrd of guardians on Fridey and
Saturday investigated this charge apgainst the msster, and
though by reason of their following the example of the
assistan'-commissioner, they conducted their procecdings in
ssoret, the evidence given befora them bas been of g0 Setious
& natura that they have thought proper fo make a special
report to the Poor Law Commissioners at Ssmerset-hounse,
and suggest that the moster is a porson in whom they can
no longer place confidence, What “*the three kings” may do is
difficult to divine, buk it is supposcd that Mr, Aszistant-Com-
missioner Parker must specdily take another trip to this

place, aod institute anothmer wmquicy, but some of Ehe
guardians and the inhabitunts ave dstermined, if possible,
that it aball oot be condueted in secret. The guardians, for
the pucgation of their own character, oupht to insist upon &
publie investigation. ] X

I 2m notin & condition to faruish full and minnts Epal:hc:u-
lare, buk I have gosd authority for statine, that on Ssturday
last between 20 snd 30 charges against the master were
gone into, and that they were of a very serious nature,

5 For instance, it iz alleced some of the able-badied panpecs
bave been mulcted of their rations withoat caves, the full
charge being made in the accounts. Women, in t con-
finement, for whom the medical man (Dr. Weatlake) had
ordered meat, porter, tes, srrowroot, Ko, ss Lhe case might
be, are said to have reccived mnpe, although all were
charged in the master’s accounts. Ioone cass, a ?mr crea-
ture in extreme exbaustion showed the medical officer a
piece of what was called “ bread and butter,” but which

roved, on exsmination, to be nothing but bread and cosrss

ripping, which, in her delicate s'ate, she eould mot take,
This ciroumstance led the doctor to ask whether she had
received the allowance of meat and porter which, during
the month of her convalescence, he had ordered for her.
Eu‘:dprimd ik the question, the poor creature stated that she
bad ot omce tasted meat or beer: but that one day &
piece of bacon was sent up to ber, which was §o musty that
sbe could not touch it. On ancther day, some stale groel
was brought to her ; she refossd it, bat was told that ghe
thould hava it to-morrow 3 and on the MOrrow, sure enough,
it was sent to her, with & notice that she must take that or
none.

In another case & woman, with a dropeical eomplaint,
was ordered & certain quantity of gia per week., Not :]&‘;-ap,
it in said, did sho get, but it waa put dp;-n in the bill,

De. Westlake frcq;:enl:ly beard the sick inmatez ask for
beer and meatafller be had oardered ik for them : and whan
be replied Lhat he had done 20, the master wauld interfers
with an off-hand—*' Ob, yes, it is all right, Bir ™ Apd al-
though the Doctor heard various rumours from time to tlme,
he did not suspect the master of cheating the poor, more es-
pecialiy the sick, out of their anp-:: silowances, but sup-
posed that bhey originated ina discontented spirit.

To the aged & small quantity of eeris allawed ; bat it

in stated rhat obe man got his allowauce only two moaths
ont of fen; yeb it was charged in the scounts aa §f served
o bim. Toers were too msny vimilar cases to enumerate.
There wre various other accosations, cuch ss cotling the
fut from the meat to feod the pigs, keeping back potatocs
for the same purpose, baving shots mads and washing done
st the expense of the ratepayers, intercepting tea, butter,
wilk, and other indulgences to the infirm and aged, a full
sote of all which bas been taken by Mr. Lamb, the elerk to
the guardinng, whose whole report was forwarded bo the
commissioners lant night,

The inbabitants feel that both themaslves snd the paor
bave been ‘h.mﬂui:zinﬂbhﬂ' and if the Poor Law Commis-
sioners and the guardians do not act justly in this busioess
they are determioed to call o public meeting, and at that
meetiog to adopt such declsive measuresas the case may
require.



