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Premier points

6 Davies’s new deal
Kevin Davies has
signed a new deal at
Bolton Wanderers until
2011. The forward, 31,
has scored 41 goals
since joining from
Southampton in 2003.
Davies won the club’s
player-of-the-season
award last year.

2

6 Robinson stays on
Paul Robinson, the
West Bromwich Albion
left back, has signed a
new two-year contract
through to 2010. West
Brom have also loaned
out Jared Hodgkiss,
the 21-year-old right
back, to Aberdeen until
January.

6 Redknapp considers return to lone forward
Harry Redknapp, the Portsmouth manager, is
pondering his team selection as he looks for a first
point and a first goal of the season, away to
Everton tomorrow. Jermain Defoe has a stomach
bug and, if he is unfit, Redknapp could revert to
last season’s successful 4-5-1 formation. Kanu,
Glen Little, Niko Kranjcar and David Nugent are
unfit, while Jerome Thomas has a bad back. “He
thinks it might be from sleeping in a different bed
from what he’s used to,” Redknapp said.
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Fulham comebacks to
record a stoppage-time
cup winner at home
to Leicester City in the
past two seasons

6 Johnson ‘can’t wait for ever’ for regular play
Adam Johnson, the Middlesbrough winger, has
admitted that his desire for regular football “can’t
wait for ever”. The England Under-21 player is
rated highly by Gareth Southgate, his manager,
who has turned down offers for the 21-year-old,
but his path to the first team is blocked by
Stewart Downing. “He is probably the best left
winger in the country and I am behind him,”
Johnson said. “I have just got to be patient, keep
working and see where it goes.”

Dong’s United adventure ended

Everton have made a last-ditch
attempt to sabotage Aston Villa’s
protracted courtship of James Milner,
with both clubs yesterday submitting
offers in excess of £10million for the
Newcastle United player. While
neither bid for the England Under-21
winger has been accepted at St James’
Park, Newcastle’s valuation is close to
being met.
Milner, who submitted a transfer re-

quest last week after repeated requests
to renegotiate his contract were reject-
ed by Dennis Wise, the Newcastle ex-
ecutive director, had been expected to
join Martin O’Neill’s side before the
closure of the transfer window on
Monday, but Everton’s intervention
represents an attractive alternative.
Everton have turned their atten-

tions to Milner after conceding defeat
by Liverpool in the race to lure Albert
Riera from Espanyol, while Manches-
ter City beat them to the signing of
Shaun Wright-Phillips. After a sullen
summer in terms of new faces, David
Moyes, the manager, is desperate to
add pace to his team.
Having publicised details of Mil-

ner’s request on their official website
— a decision that infuriated the
22-year-old’s representatives, who had
been asked by the club to keep the
matter private — it seems unthinkable
that Newcastle would block his depar-
ture. Wise has already tried and failed
to buy out the rights to Leeds United’s
sell-on clause for a cash lump sum.
Details of Kevin Keegan’s meeting

with Mike Ashley on Wednesday,
which was called to discuss contract
negotiations with Milner, Michael
Owen and Steve Harper, as well as
continuing attempts to bolster the
squad, are still to emerge — including
confirmation that it actually took
place — but the manager will have de-
tailed his dismay at the prospect of fur-
ther weakening his playing resources.
Keegan has never favoured

dispensing with Milner. “He’s the last
player Newcastle United want to sell
and I’m talking about the owner and
myself,” the manager said this month.
“James Milner won’t be leaving here,
I’m sure of that.”

That position has now changed,
ensuring a renewed sense of urgency
before transfer business ends on
Monday. After suffering a number of
high-profile disappointments, Newcas-
tle have made only four signings and,
even before recent developments,
Keegan had spoken of wanting “three
new players to come in: a defender, a
midfielder and a striker, and I certain-
ly don’t want to lose anybody”.
Newcastle have been credited with

having an interest in Per Ciljan Skjel-
bred, the Rosenborg and Norway mid-
field player, Florent Malouda, of Chel-
sea, and Sebastian Larsson, of Birming-
ham City, but time is running short for
the club to add quality to their ranks.
Milner is included in the squad to

play away to Arsenal tomorrow, but
that could change. Newcastle have
had a third bid of £4million for
Stephen Warnock, the left back,
rejected by Blackburn Rovers.

Meanwhile, O’Neill refused to be
drawn on any potential deal involving
Milner last night. “Maybe we can get
a couple of players in,” the Villa
manager said. “We’re trying desperate-
ly, furiously. It would give us all a lift.”
Asked if one of the targets was Milner,
O’Neill paused, smiled and replied:
“Generally speaking, we are trying to
strengthen the side.”
Everton, who yesterday confirmed

that they have completed the signing
of Segundo Castillo, the Ecuador
midfield player on a season-long loan
from Red Star Belgrade, are also keen
on Victor Obinna, the Nigeria winger,
who joined Inter Milan from Chievo
Verona this week, but is expected to
be made available for loan by José
Mourinho, the Inter coach.
They have, however, had a second

bid — believed to be of about £9mil-
lion — for Stéphane Mbia, the Cam-
eroon defender, rejected by Rennes.

Manchester United have terminated
the contract of Dong Fangzhuo, the
China forward, whom they signed to
strengthen their position in the Asian
market. Dong, 23, was bought in
2003, for £500,000, but he had to
stay for more than two years at
Royal Antwerp while awaiting a

work permit. His only Premier
League game was in May 2007,
when United, having won the title,
fielded a reserve XI against Chelsea.
United deny that Dong was bought
for commercial reasons, but he will
probably be remembered as a
cynical signing that did not pay off.

6 And finally . . .
Ireland will play their opening World
Cup qualifying group eight match
against Georgia on September 6 in
Mainz, Germany. Fifa, the world
governing body, confirmed
yesterday that the match had been

switched from Tbilisi, the Georgian
capital, because of safety concerns.
The Georgian FA had favoured a
switch to Karlsruhe, but the German
club were unable to stage the fixture
at such short notice.
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Tottenham Hotspur have reached a
verbal agreement with Manchester
United to sell Dimitar Berbatov when
they complete the signing of Roman
Pavlyuchenko. The Russia forward is
expected to arrive in London today for
a medical after Tottenham agreed a
fee of about £12.5million with Spartak
Moscow. Tottenham are separately
trying to sign a young striker after
selling Robbie Keane to Liverpool this
summer.
Sir Alex Ferguson has expressed his

frustration at Tottenham’s intransi-
gence over Berbatov and he suggested
that United would reluctantly proceed
this season without the Bulgaria for-
ward unless Tottenham backed down
over their demand for a £30million
fee. United made a second bid,
thought to be about £25million, last
weekend. David Gill, the United chief
executive, may try to conclude a few
details with Damien Comolli, the
Tottenham sporting director, in
Monaco today.
Hans Segers, the former Tottenham

goalkeeping coach, gave warning that
Berbatov could unsettle the Old
Trafford dressing-room. “He is one of
the best strikers around, but the way
he doesn’t pull his weight for the team
is not good for the team,” Segers said.
“He is a big sulker. He goes in silent
sulks — he is quite a loner in that way.
It is not easy to communicate with
him and that is a shame because he is
a very good player. So wherever he
goes, the manager will have a tough
job with him.”

Decent bets
Walter Pandiani is among the attack-
ing players being considered by West
Ham United. The Uruguay striker,
who scored six league goals for

Birmingham City over the course of
2005, is playing for Osasuna and is
available on loan or for a modest fee.
Fulham and Stoke City are also
interested in the 32-year-old.
West Ham are also considering

Edison Cavani, the Palermo forward,
and Stephen Appiah, but the latter
deal is complicated by uncertainty as
to whether the Ghana midfield player
is a free agent from Fenerbahçe.
Bolton Wanderers have been

linked with Valmiro Lopes Rocha,
Espanyol’s 27-year-old midfield
player.
Hamburg are leading the race to

sign Thiago Neves, the Brazil left wing-
er, ahead of Manchester City and
Atlético Madrid. “We have reached
an agreement with Thiago Neves,”
Bernd Hoffman, the Hamburg presi-
dent, said. City appear to be close to a
deal for Pablo Zabaleta, the Espanyol
right back, which would allow Vedran
Corluka to move to Tottenham.
Kamil Zayatte’s proposed move to

Everton has stalled, with Newcastle
United also interested in the Young
Boys Berne defender. The Guinea
player, 23, was on trial at Goodison
Park. “There might be a slight
problem between David Moyes [the
Everton manager] and his president
regarding the signing,” Roger Boli, the
player’s agent, said.

Dead certs
Keith Andrews has completed a move
to Blackburn Rovers after a fee of
£750,000 rising to £1.3 million was
agreed withMKDons for the midfield
player. Andrews, 27, who will be
reunited with Paul Ince, the Black-
burn manager, has been left out of the
past three squads as speculation inten-
sified about his future. “I was pleading
with the chairman at MK Dons to get
the deal done, and the chance to work

with the gaffer once again was
obviously a key factor,” Andrews said.
“Coming here is a fantastic opportuni-
ty for me and it is one that I am really
relishing and I hope to take with both
hands.” Andrews was named the
League Two player of the year last
season. “He is going to be a big loss,”
Roberto Di Matteo, the MK Dons
manager, said. “It is the player’s wish.”

Moritz Volz, the former Arsenal
right back, will spend the final season
of his Fulham contract on loan at
Ipswich Town, who have also accept-
ed an undisclosed bid from Crystal
Palace for Alan Lee, the 30-year-old
striker.
Linvoy Primus, the central defender,

has joined Charlton Athletic on a
three-month loan from Portsmouth.

Arrival of Russia
forward clears
path to United for
‘sulker’ Berbatov
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Wanted man: Everton and Villa have made bids of more than £10 million
for Milner, the England Under-21 player, who wishes to exit St James’ Park

Everton attempting to steal
a march in race for Milner
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Bossing it: Andrews says Ince’s presence at Blackburn guided his decision
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It will be hard for Chelsea not to have
an eye on the latter rounds of the
Champions League after yesterday’s
gentle draw for the group stage, but
even after the hurt of being one kick
away from winning the tournament
last season, Joe Cole feels that domes-
tic matters are more important.
“The main thing is Chelsea win the

league this season, that’s the priority
for the club,” the forward said. “The
Premier League is the bread and
butter, that’s the mark of a club and
who you are. Anything can happen in
the Champions League. Look how
close we came last season — we
should have won it, we were the better
side in the final, but the gods were not
on our side. In the Premier League,
the best team over the course of a
season wins it and we want to be that
team this year.”
Speaking at an event to mark the

club’s work in the community, Cole
pledged to stay local despite the immi-
nent arrival of Robinho. The signing is
so close that Chelsea were confident
enough to offer Robinho replica shirts
for sale on their website, even before
the deal for the Real Madrid forward
is rubber-stamped.
“I’ve been here five years now and

I’ve always played, even after we’ve
brought in players for £20 or £30mil-
lion, world-class players,” Cole, 26,
said. “I’ve always accepted the chal-
lenge, always took it on. It will just be
another great challenge. He’s a great
player, so it’s great for the squad.”
Frank Lampard, Cole’s team-mate,

is also looking forward to the Brazil
player’s arrival. “He has great flair and
something that would be nice to bring
into our team. We have flair players
already, but he is another option and
he could light up the league,”
Lampard said.
Cole dismissed the notion that he

may move on in search of a guaran-
teed first-team place. “I love Chelsea,
I’ve got a contract here, I wouldn’t
want to go play anywhere else,” he
said. “The club want me to stay, I’ve
started the season well and still got my
place with England.”

League must
be Chelsea’s
priority this
year, says Cole
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