
W G Grace (Eng)
born July 18 1848 Bristol
died Oct 23 1915 Mottingham, Kent

Ashes Tests 22 (1880-99) W13 D4 L5  23
Runs 1098 (32.29) HS 170 100 2 50 5  54
Wickets 9 (26.22) BB 2-12 5w 0 10w 0 9
Catches 39  20
Total  106

The colossus of his age and
still the greatest name in the
sport more than 90 years
after his death. Opened the
batting at the age of 50.

Godfrey Evans (Eng)
born Aug 18 1920 Finchley, Middlesex
died May 3 1999 Northampton

Ashes Tests 31 (1946-59) W7 D10 L14  -12
Runs 783 (17.79) HS 50 100 0 50 1  39
Wickets 0 0
Catches 64 Stumpings 12  76
Total  103

Often touted as the best
wicketkeeper the game has
seen. Technically superb, he
was equally adept standing
up or back.

Justin Langer (Aus)
born Nov 21 1970 Perth, Western Australia

Ashes Tests 21 (1998-2007) W14 D3 L4  22
Runs 1658 (50.24) HS 250 100 5 50 5  82
Wickets 0  0
Catches 14 7
Total  111

Half of one of the greatest
opening pairings with
Matthew Hayden. Obdurate
left-hander who punished
attacks with cuts and pulls.

John Snow (Eng)
born Oct 13 1941 Peopleton, Worcestershire

Ashes Tests 20 (1968-75) W4 D12 L4  3
Runs 392 (15.07) HS 48 100 0 50 0  19
Wickets 83 (25.61) BB 7-40 5w 4 10w 0 83
Catches 7 3.5
Total  108.5

England’s leading strike
bowler in the late 1960s and
early 1970s. Ray Illingworth’s
main weapon with 31 wickets
in the 1970-71 series win.

Alec Bedser (Eng)
born July 4 1918 Reading, Berkshire

Ashes Tests 21 (1946-54) W2 D7 L12  -26
Runs 373 (14.34) HS 79 100 0 50 1  18
Wickets 104 (27.49) BB 7-44 5w 7 10w 2 104
Catches 11 5.5
Total  101.5

Powerful opening bowler and
a pillar of the side in the
postwar era. One of only
seven England bowlers to
take 100 Ashes wickets.

Mike Gatting (Eng)
born June 6 1957 Kingsbury, Middlesex

Ashes Tests 27 (1980-95) W9 D9 L9  14
Runs 1661 (37.75) HS 160 100 4 50 12  83
Wickets 0 0
Catches 19 9.5
Total  106.5

Slow starter in Test cricket
who finally came good as a
burly and powerful batsman.
Led England to a surprise
series win in 1986-87.

Tony Greig (Eng)
born Oct 6 1946 Queenstown, South Africa

Ashes Tests 21 (1972-77) W6 D7 L8  -16
Runs 1303 (36.19) HS 110 100 1 50 10  65
Wickets 44 (37.79) BB 4-53 5w 0 10w 0 44
Catches 37 18.5
Total  111.5

A 6ft 7in all-rounder who
exuded confidence and
charisma, leading from the
front with bat or ball. Key
player in Packer revolution.

Tom Hayward (Eng)
born Mar 29 1871 Cambridge
died July 19 1939 Cambridge

Ashes Tests 29 (1896-1909) W10 D7 L12  -5
Runs 1747 (35.65) HS 137 100 2 50 12  87
Wickets 12 (40.50) BB 4-22 5w 0 10w 0 12
Catches 14  7
Total  101

One of the leading batsmen
of his generation. He relied on
patience, judgment and a
stout defence, partnering Jack
Hobbs to great effect.

Dick Lilley (Eng)
born Nov 28 1866 Birmingham
died Nov 17 1929 Bristol

Ashes Tests 32 (1896-1909) W10 D10 L12  -17
Runs 801 (20.02) HS 84 100 0 50 4  40
Wickets 1 (23.00) BB 1-23 5w 0 10w 0 1
Catches 65 Stumpings 19  84
Total  108

A tidy wicketkeeper who
could be relied upon as a safe
catcher and stumper. A
forcing batsman, he played
several useful innings.

Trevor Bailey (Eng)
born Dec 3 1923 Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex

Ashes Tests 23 (1950-59) W7 D7 L9  11
Runs 875 (25.73) HS 88 100 0 50 5  43
Wickets 42 (32.69) BB 4-22 5w 0 10w 0 42
Catches 16 8
Total  104

A redoubtable opponent who
thrived on a crisis. A fine
fast-medium bowler and
brilliant fielder who favoured
gritty defence with the bat.

Lindsay Hassett (Aus)
born Aug 28 1913 Geelong, Victoria
died June 16 1993 Bateman’s Bay, New South Wales

Ashes Tests 24 (1938-53) W12 D9 L3  29
Runs 1572 (38.34) HS 137 100 4 50 6  78
Wickets 0 0
Catches 16  8
Total  115

Pocket-sized batsman who
was a quick-footed attacking
player before the Second
World War, more circumspect
as captain in later years.

James Kelly (Aus)
born May 10 1867 Sandridge, Victoria
died Aug 14 1938 Sydney

Ashes Tests 33 (1896-1905) W14 D9 L10  15
Runs 613 (17.51) HS 46* 100 0 50 0  30
Wickets 0 0
Catches 39 Stumpings 16  55
Total  100

A solid and dependable
wicketkeeper who had to
contend with the extreme
pace of Ernie Jones. Capable
of lightning stumpings.

Brett Lee (Aus)
born Nov 6 1976 Wollongong, New South Wales

Ashes Tests 18 (2001-07) W12 D2 L4  25
Runs 334 (20.87) HS 47 100 0 50 0  16
Wickets 62 (40.61) BB 4-47 5w 0 10w 0 62
Catches 4 2
Total  105

One of the most recent
incarnations of the Australia
fast bowler who unsettles
England batsmen with the
bouncer-yorker method.

George Lohmann (Eng)
born June 2 1865 Kensington, London
died Dec 1 1901 Cape Province, South Africa

Ashes Tests 15 (1886-96) W12 D0 L3  17
Runs 203 (10.15) HS 62* 100 0 50 1  10
Wickets 77 (13.01) BB 8-35 5w 5 10w 3 77
Catches 22  11
Total  115

Operating at little more than
medium pace, he was a
fearsome proposition,
seaming the ball both ways
with numerous variations.

Ian Redpath (Aus)
born May 11 1941 Geelong, Victoria

Ashes Tests 23 (1964-75) W6 D13 L4  5
Runs 1512 (38.76) HS 171 100 2 50 10  75
Wickets 0 0
Catches 29  14.5
Total  94.5

Tall opening batsman who
was the last Australian to play
as an amateur. Started as a
free-flowing striker but
became a solid accumulator.

Tom Richardson (Eng)
born Aug 11 1870 Byfleet, Surrey
died July 2 1912 St Jean d’Arvey, France

Ashes Tests 14 (1893-98) W6 D1 L7  12
Runs 177 (11.06) HS 25* 100 0 50 0  8
Wickets 88 (25.22) BB 8-94 5w 11 10w 4 88
Catches 5  2.5
Total  110.5

Genuinely quick with
immense stamina, he thrived
on hard and dry batting
wickets utilising a long run-up
with a high arm at delivery.

Bob Taylor (Eng)
born July 7 1941 Stoke-on-Trent

Ashes Tests 17 (1978-83) W8 D3 L6  15
Runs 468 (17.33) HS 97 100 0 50 1  23
Wickets 0 0
Catches 54 Stumpings 3 57
Total  95

Always the bridesmaid behind
Alan Knott, Taylor finally got
his chance when his rival
joined World Series Cricket. A
magnificent wicketkeeper.

Charlie Turner (Aus)
born Nov 16 1862 Bathurst, New South Wales
died Jan 1 1944 Sydney

Ashes Tests 17 (1887-95) W4 D2 L11  -21
Runs 323 (11.53) HS 29 100 0 50 0  16
Wickets 101 (16.53) BB 7-43 5w 11 10w 2 101
Catches 8  4
Total  100

Known as the Terror, Turner
was a medium pacer who
came off a long rhythmic run
and delivered the ball with a
beautiful right-arm action.

Willie Bates (Eng)
born Nov 19 1855 Huddersfield, Yorkshire
died Jan 8 1900 Huddersfield, Yorkshire

Ashes Tests 15 (1881-87) W7 D2 L6  21
Runs 656 (27.33) HS 64 100 0 50 5  32
Wickets 50 (16.42) BB 7-28 5w 4 10w 1 50
Catches 9  4.5
Total  107.5

Played all his Tests in
Australia. On the 1882-83 tour
the off spinner took the first
Test hat-trick by an
Englishman.

Sammy Carter (Aus)
born Mar 15 1878 Halifax, Yorkshire
died June 8 1948 Sydney

Ashes Tests 21 (1907-21) W12 D3 L6  21
Runs 776 (25.03) HS 72 100 0 50 4  38
Wickets 0  0
Catches 35 Stumpings 17  52
Total  111

A first-rate wicketkeeper who
did not stand as close to the
stumps as many of his
contemporaries. Noted for his
over-the-shoulder scoop shot.

Joe Darling (Aus)
born Nov 21 1870 Adelaide
died Jan 2 1946 Hobart

Ashes Tests 31 (1894-1905) W12 D9 L10  18
Runs 1632 (30.79) HS 178 100 3 50 8  81
Wickets 0  0
Catches 23  11.5
Total  110.5

Led three teams to England,
winning in 1899 and 1902. A
robust left-hander who could
employ both stubborn
defence and forceful attack.

Jason Gillespie (Aus)
born Apr 19 1975 Sydney

Ashes Tests 18 (1997-2005) W13 D1 L4  37
Runs 217 (13.56) HS 31* 100 0 50 0  10
Wickets 65 (29.03) BB 7-37 5w 3 10w 0  65
Catches 6  3
Total  115

Great-grandson of a Kamilaroi
warrior: makes the long-haired
exponent of line and length
the first acknowledged
Aboriginal Test cricketer.

Bill Ponsford (Aus)
born Oct 19 1900 North Fitzroy, Melbourne
died Apr 6 1991 Kyneton, Victoria

Ashes Tests 20 (1924-34) W8 D4 L8  7
Runs 1558 (47.21) HS 266 100 5 50 5  77
Wickets 0  0
Catches 17  8.5
Total  92.5

A powerful accumulator of
runs, a fierce driver and
excellent against spin. The
only player to make two
first-class scores over 400.
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Warren Bardsley (Aus)
born Dec 6 1882 Warren, New South Wales
died Jan 20 1954 Sydney

Ashes Tests 30 (1909-26) W13 D10 L7  21
Runs 1487 (33.04) HS 193* 100 3 50 8  74
Wickets 0  0
Catches 6  3
Total  98

Classical left-hander with an
upright stance and wide
variety of shots. The first
Australian to make two
centuries in a Test, in 1909.

Ken Barrington (Eng)
born Nov 24 1930 Reading, Berkshire
died Mar 14 1981 Bridgetown, Barbados

Ashes Tests 23 (1961-68) W3 D15 L5  -23
Runs 2111 (63.96) HS 256 100 5 50 13  105
Wickets 4 (57.75) BB 2-47 5w 0 10w 0  4
Catches 19  9.5
Total  95.5

A notorious stonewaller who
often carried England’s batting
alone on his broad shoulders.
Died while acting as England’s
assistant manager in 1981.
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Len Braund (Eng)
born Oct 18 1875 Clewer, Berkshire
died Dec 23 1955 Putney Common, London

Ashes Tests 20 (1901-08) W6 D2 L12  -2
Runs 830 (25.15) HS 103* 100 2 50 2  41
Wickets 46 (38.45) BB 8-81 5w 3 10w 0  46
Catches 37  18.5
Total  93.5

Enjoyed a long professional
career as a fine batsman on
all pitches, a clever leg-break
bowler and an immaculate
catcher in the slips.

Mike Brearley (Eng)
born Apr 28 1942 Harrow, Middlesex

Ashes Tests 19 (1977-81) W11 D3 L5  44
Runs 798 (22.80) HS 81 100 0 50 4  39
Wickets 0 0
Catches 20  10
Total  93

Rodney Hogg, the Australia
fast bowler, said: “He has a
degree in people.” The
scholarly captain was worth
his place for leadership alone.

I
t was in Chittagong, during a
series against Bangladesh in 2006,
that John Buchanan, the coach,
told the Australia players that
their build-up to the Ashes cam-
paign would begin with a get-to-

gether with a difference. The phrase
“boot camp” was immediately used and
there was a great deal of scepticism
among the players, but Buchanan delib-
erately did not give away much detail.

As the day of departure neared we re-
ceived group e-mails on what to
bring. It was a bare minimum: T-
shirts, a rain jacket, joggers. The camp
would clearly involve heavy physical
activity, but Buck had reassured every-
one that “we won’t break your legs”.
We met in Brisbane at 6pm on a

Sunday and stayed in a hotel on Kan-
garoo Point. All 25 contracted players
were there plus ten support staff. By
now, 90 per cent of us were really
excited. Every season it was like this
when we got together after a break.
For the first hour the room is electric
as your mates turn up, with news to
share and a genuine happiness to see
each other.
Nevertheless, there was already the

odd smart-arse comment. “What’s
Buck’s big idea?” “Are they going to
kill us?” The two main ones were
Warnie (of course) and [Stuart]
MacGill. It was said over the years
that Warnie and MacGill didn’t really
have any time for each other, and
their rivalry and different personali-
ties did stand in the way of them forg-
ing a natural friendship. But when
they needed to combine, on or off the
field, they sure could do it. From the
first meeting they were shooting each
other sceptical looks.

At 6.30 the next morning a bus
picked us up. It was the crack of
dawn, but fortunately this was
Queensland and the winter was mild.
As we got on the bus, we were told
we’d be handing in our phones.
Players were moaning about this, as it
hadn’t been clear whether we’d be
able to contact our families or not. As
it happened, Annie would be turning
two on the Wednesday, halfway
through the camp. I was in a bit of a
flap, thinking, “I can’t miss that.” It
was still only 4.30 at home, so I
couldn’t call Mel. I tried to text her,
but my phone was out of service. In
the end I dutifully handed it in.
As the bus pulled out we were jok-

ing nervously about what lay ahead.
The bus took us to an industrial depot
on the outskirts of Brisbane. As we
pulled up, one of the staff from the
company running the camp climbed
on board. The company’s name was
BLP, and they were ex-Armed
Services.
He started barking, military-style,

from the word go. “Listen to me, I’m
so-and-so, co-ordinator of this camp,
and I’ll read out your name and give
you a number. When I’ve given you a
number, file off the bus and hand me
your watch and your phone.”
They lined us up behind our bags in-

side a warehouse and divided us into
five groups of six and one group of
five, each led by a “DS”. They didn’t
have names – they were just “our
DS”. For about an hour we had to
stand absolutely silent. We got it easy
for most of our lives, and this was
already launching us out of our com-
fort zones. We were given a backpack,

a sleeping bag and a hootchie [a basic
tent].
The tension was broken by mo-

ments of humour, such as when the
co-ordinator said: “Strip down to your
underwear and put one spare pair on
your backpack.” About three weeks
earlier, Warnie had been in trouble
again with the British tabloids. This
time a hidden camera had sprung him
fooling around with a couple of half-
naked women. The most memorable
feature of the film was that Warnie
had been wearing undies with the
Playboy logo. So what spare under-
pants do you think Warnie had
brought to the camp? He was holding
them out with great ostentation.
Everyone started cacking themselves
– except the instructors.
For all his grizzling, Warnie had the

ability to bring this kind of tension-
busting laughter into the team. His
joking wasn’t over. The co-ordinator
said: “Anyone with any dependent
medication, step forward with it.”
Mike Hussey stepped forward and

placed his asthma inhaler on his back-
pack. Warnie stepped forward and
placed five packets of Benson & Hed-
ges on his. The place erupted again. I
heard later that Warnie’s manage-
ment had placed one stipulation on
his going on the camp: that he wasn’t
forced to give up his cigarettes. They
were his “dependent medication”.

Our groups were Alpha, Bravo, Char-
lie, Delta, Echo and Foxtrot, and we
each had a number rather than a
name. I was in Foxtrot, the group of
five, with Mike Hussey, Michael
Clarke, Brett Lee, and our IT analyst
Richard McInnes. We were rushed
out of the warehouse into minivans
and driven out into the bush. Sudd-
enly the vans pulled off the freeway

into forest. When we got to a clearing,
more BLP guys were waiting, barking
at us to line up in our teams.
The first drill was to march up a

winding bitumen road, each of us lug-
ging our 15-kilo backpacks and one
20-kilo jerry can of water. We had to
march in open file, and the challenge
was to get to the top of the mountain
while staying in formation: your row
had to be ten metres behind the
group in front and ten metres ahead
of the group behind. As soon as you
fell out of formation everyone, all
groups, had to get down and do 20
push-ups on the road.
Each group was only as strong as

its weakest link, and Foxtrot was rela-
tively OK. In Echo, in front of us, Phil
Pope [the media manager] was strug-
gling. He wasn’t a professional athlete
and must have been wondering what
he’d let himself in for. One of our
team carried Phil’s jerry can for a
while so he could keep up. During a
push-up break, he ran off the road
into the bush and threw up. But then
he came back, wiped his mouth, and
said, “Right, let’s go.” I reckon his resil-
ience set a lasting example, and
summed up the lessons we were there

to learn: bouncing back, keeping
going, helping each other out.
That first day was the most intense

of the five. Their strategy was to
break us early and see how we held
up. Descending the hill, we had to
keep formation again. As soon as we
got down, each team leader was given
a map and information on getting to a
certain place in the forest.
After the map exercise, each team

had to push a car around a dirt track
for about an hour, then make a
stretcher out of four poles and a tarp
and carry a 70-kilo load on it for two
hours. No one had any idea how to
make a stretcher, there weren’t any
guidelines, and everyone had a differ-
ent opinion. It was down to the leader
to sort through these opinions and
make the final decision.
That first night we were given our

rations: a tin of chunky soup and half
a loaf of bread to be shared between
three guys. After eating, we had to do
an evening navigation exercise in
heavy bush terrain, against the clock.

After the first day’s activities we set
up camp in the woods and collapsed
into our sleeping bags. All we wanted
was a good night’s sleep.
That sleep was deep, but it had only

been going for about an hour when
there was an explosion. A stun gre-
nade had gone off and the instructors
were shouting at us to get up, get
dressed and pack our hootchies. Sleep
deprivation! We had five minutes to
pack, and couldn’t leave a trace. It
was pitch-black and we had to march
five kilometres to the next campsite. I
can’t emphasise enough how totally
knackered we were. We were all pack-
ing and cleaning up furiously when a
little way off in the dark there was a
spark, an orange glow, and the sound
of sucking. Never mind the urgency
of the orders: Warnie, awake, had to
take his dependent medication.

Ricky [Ponting, the captain] was de-
veloping his own way of running the
show. He gave us a fantastic talk
about the camp, what a unique experi-
ence it was, how solid the group felt.
There was no doubt that Buck’s cour-
age in planning this camp had ach-
ieved the desired result. All that stuff
about trusting each other and being a
team, you can write it on a white-
board but it can’t be achieved unless
you go through adversity together.
The intensity of what we’d done,

and the passion we felt, was amazing.
We stood up individually to tell the
group what we’d got out of the camp.
Warnie gave a revealing talk about

how he’d learnt not to misuse his in-
fluence on players coming into the
team. He’d always been good at men-
toring some of the new guys, but he
felt embarrassed at the power he had
to dazzle them. It was courageous for
Warnie to get up in front of the group
and talk about this.
For me, the camp was one of the

great experiences of my life. To share
it with many of my best friends and to
push ourselves to the limit was a won-
derfully fulfilling experience. It was
only later, as we recalled some of the
lighter moments, that I realised the
significance of the camp’s duration: it
had gone on for five days, a Test
match. Buck had planned it so that
the sense of achievement we felt was
something we would be hungry to rep-
licate after every Test we played.

Craig McDermott (Aus)
born Apr 14 1965 Ipswich, Queensland

Ashes Tests 17 (1985-95) W7 D5 L5  6
Runs 222 (11.68) HS 42* 100 0 50 0  11
Wickets 84 (26.30) BB 8-97 5w 8 10w 1 84
Catches 6 3
Total  104

Like all good Aussies, “Billy”
saved his best for the English.
Spearheaded the attack with
his textbook outswing from a
classic side-on action.
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Alec Stewart (Eng)
born Apr 8 1963 Merton, Surrey

Ashes Tests 33 (1990-2003) W6 D5 L22  -77
Runs 1810 (30.67) HS 107 100 1 50 13  90
Wickets 0 0
Catches 82 Stumpings 2  81
Total  94

England’s most-capped player
who took over the
wicketkeeping gloves to help
to balance a struggling side.
Known as the Gaffer.
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Ernie Jones (Aus)
born Sep 30 1869 Auburn, South Australia
died Nov 23 1943 Magill, Adelaide

Ashes Tests 18 (1894-1902) W7 D6 L5  17
Runs 126 (5.25) HS 20 100 0 50 0  6
Wickets 60 (29.28) BB 7-88 5w 3 10w 1 60
Catches 19  9.5
Total  92.5

A bowler of genuine pace
who was said to have bowled
one through W. G. Grace’s
beard in 1896. Learnt the
value of length and control.
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Warne, right, and Shane Watson carry a jerry can of water in boot camp
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A
t just after 1pm on a
sunny afternoon on
March 15, 1877, Alfred
Shaw bowled to
Charles Bannerman.
The unexceptional dot

ball from the round-arm opening
bowler was the first in Test cricket
and started one of the greatest rival-
ries in sport — England v Australia.
The 1,500 spectators at the

Melbourne Cricket Ground watched
Bannerman, born in Kent 25 years
earlier, score the first Test run off the
next ball. He went on to record the
first century with his 165 and became
the first Test player to retire hurt
when the second finger on his right
hand was split by a rising ball from
George Ulyett.
Australia won that match by 45

runs and in the intervening 132 years,
the old adversaries from either side of
the globe have met a further 315
times, Australia winning 131 Tests,
England 97 with 88 drawn.
Some 767 players — 424 English-

men and 343 Australians — have
been involved in the Ashes, but who
are the real heroes of the series? Over
the next four weeks we will reveal our
top 100 Ashes cricketers after a de-
tailed examination of each player’s
contribution to one of the greatest
and most enduring contests in world
sport.
Points have been awarded for bat-

ting, bowling, wicketkeeping and field-
ing. Each completed 20 runs earns a
point, as does a wicket, so a century
equates to a five-wicket haul.
Catches or stumpings taken as a

wicketkeeper also count for a point
while those held in the outfield
warrant half a point.
But the true effect of those perform-

ances have also been put into context.
Bonus points have been added for
playing in winning teams and series,
with greater emphasis placed on
success overseas. Points have also
been deducted for ending up on the
losing side, so some players have pro-
duced negative playing scores.
Captains have always had a huge

influence, from James Lillywhite and
Dave Gregory in 1877 to Andrew
Strauss and Ricky Ponting this year,
so extra points have been added or
taken away for their leadership
performances. Who will come out on
top? Will batsmen or bowlers
dominate the list? Can wicketkeepers
make their mark? Will the points
system favour all-rounders? Will
good players in poor sides be
penalised?
No system for ranking players

across the ages can be foolproof, but
we hope you find the results interest-
ing and welcome your views on the
final outcome.
We open with 30 players, 17 repre-

senting England and 13 Australia.
Each player’s performances and
points are listed by matches, batting,
bowling and fielding.
Next week: 70-41

The legends

Don’t put the boot in
Scepticism in the campwas replaced by belief,AdamGilchrist says

Exclusive club (established 1877) demands highest standards

In the intensity of an
Ashes series, only
the truly exceptional
player prospers. But
who stands above
the rest? Over the
next four weeks,
Calvin Shulman finds
the answer


