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 Sport

England
Andrew Strauss Two
crucial half-centuries,
calm captaincy in the
face of pressure and a
fine catch to dismiss
Haddin. 8

Alastair Cook Did not get
going with the bat, but his
right boot earns him a
point for helping to run
out Clarke and he held
some good catches at
short leg.  4

Ian Bell Held England’s
first innings together but
better was required
second time out.  6

Paul Collingwood Not a
great Test, with two poor
innings and a couple of
dropped catches, but he
held a good one to
dismiss Johnson.  3

Jonathan Trott What a
debut. Unlucky to be run
out for 41 in his first
innings, he made a
hundred in the second
and fielded well, including
taking a sharp catch to
dismiss Clarke on
Friday.  10

Matt Prior Not much
with the bat, but
showed yet again this
series that he is reliable
behind the stumps. Fine
stumping to dismiss
North. 5

Andrew Flintoff A quiet
final game with bat and
ball, but he made his
mark on the final day
with a catch and a
critical run-out. Will be
missed, but can be
replaced.  6

Stuart Broad The new
Flintoff? It was his spell of
four wickets in 21 balls
that turned the game on
Friday and he made two
key contributions with the
bat.  9

Graeme Swann Eight
wickets, a gung-ho fifty
and general ebullience in
the field. The ideal team
man.  9

James Anderson No
wickets for the second
Test in a row and he lost
his duck-free record, but
made some useful runs on
Saturday.  4

Stephen Harmison Burst
into life yesterday evening
after having little impact
on the game. When he
smiles, all is well with the
world.  7

Australia
Shane Watson Like
Katich, he got started but
the innings lost its way
once the openers were
out. That is five innings in
a row he has made more
than 30 and fewer than
65. 6

Simon Katich Two starts,
but Australia needed
something more
substantial. Gets an extra
point for some brilliant
fielding under the
helmet. 7

Ricky Ponting What
could have happened if
the captain had not been
run out? Made a poor
error in the first innings
but was making amends
before the ball went to
Flintoff . . . 6

Mike Hussey A mixed
bag. Horrid, as he has
been for most of the
series, in the first innings,
then he ran out his
captain and yet for much
of the afternoon he
looked as if he could save
the game.  8

Michael Clarke It took
something special to get
rid of him early in both
innings and the Australia
man of the series ended
on a whimper.  3

Marcus North Will have
started this game hoping
to win it with his batting,
but in the end his only
contribution was four
wickets.  5

Brad Haddin As long as
he was batting with
Hussey yesterday, there
was hope, but got out in a
careless way.  4

Mitchell Johnson A
couple of wickets in each
innings, but barely did
anything with the bat and
he is a long way from the
terrifying all-rounder
England feared six weeks
ago.  5

Peter Siddle Australia’s
best bowler in the first
innings and almost their
best batsman.  7

Stuart Clark Sadly for the
fast-medium bowler,
Australia should have left
him out and played a
spinner.  3

Ben Hilfenhaus Bowled
well without getting much
help from the pitch or the
batsmen.  6
Words by Patrick Kidd

R
eckon me Mum and
Dad’ll still talk to me.
And me wife. But who
else?” Thus Kim Hughes
in 1981 after Australia

had lost the Ashes during that
tumultuous summer, and he was
right, being never quite forgiven.
“Whatever you do,” Ian Chappell
told Hughes’s successor, Allan
Border, expressing a time-honoured
prime directive of Australian
cricket, “don’t lose to the Poms.”
Now that Ricky Ponting has done

it twice, he is clearly expecting a
warm reception in Australia, and
last night was anxious to say that
he shared national sorrow: “I don’t
think you can be more disappointed
than I am now.”
Yet Ponting, bearing the scars of

his fielding misadventures, was also
putting the best face on his team’s
performance, saying that he was
“very proud of the whole group” —
and in this he was not wrong. A
bowling attack without a single Test
match in England between them
has kept the home side to only two
centuries. A batting line-up in
which only the captain had made a
Test century here will be much
better players for the challenges
they have tackled.
An inexperienced team,

moreover, has learnt a great deal

about the essence of team success,
and how it differs from individual
accomplishment. For there are lies,
damned lies, and then there are the
batting and bowling averages of the
2009 Ashes, which show
Australians as the top three
wicket-takers and six of the top
seven run-scorers.
For Ponting the individual, the

series will also have been formative.
One suspects that, as it did Warne,
McGrath and Gilchrist in 2005,
defeat will probably prolong his
career. It was surprising to hear
Ponting speak so emphatically
about his desire to play on, without
obfuscating or pleading for time to
reflect, into the Ashes of 2010-11,
and perhaps even farther. To make
such a statement so unequivocally
in the shadow of defeat bespeaks
considerable determination.
Whatever the case, and whatever

the reception, the reality is that the
captaincy is his for as long as
Ponting deigns it. For all his
merits, Michael Clarke cannot
captain Australia from No 5; no
other batsman is remotely equipped
to succeed Ponting at No 3.
The difference between Kim
Hughes and Ponting, moreover, is
that the cap on Hughes never quite
fitted, where the cap on Ponting’s
head is faded, battered, very
proudly sported and universally
respected.

A
fragile terracotta urn was not the only
trophy Australia surrendered last night.
For the first time since 2003, they lost
possession of the ICC Test Championship
Mace, a bauble commissioned in 2001 to

be given to the No 1 ranked side in the world.
The 90 centimetre-long silver and gold-plated

trophy, which features an orb at the end of an
ornate stump, was created in 2001 by Asprey &
Garrard, the Queen’s jeweller until 2007, and valued
at £30,000. Australia have held it for all but five
months of its existence.
The defeat yesterday was Australia’s seventh in

their past 16 matches and, having lost the second
Ashes Test at Lord’s last
month, Australia had to win
two of the remaining three
Tests to hold on to top place.
Their 2-1 defeat means that not
only do South Africa become
the holders of the mace, but
Australia slip to fourth place
behind India and Sri Lanka.
Even a 3-0 win would not

have been sufficient for
England to move up from No 5
in the rankings, although they
have increased their lead over
Pakistan, in sixth place.
So confident was the ICC

that there would be a change at the top of the
rankings in February, after Australia lost a Test
series at home to South Africa, the governing body
asked for Australia to bring the mace to South
Africa for the return series. A 2-1 series win allowed
Ricky Ponting’s side to retain the trophy a little
longer.
In the player rankings. Michael Clarke had a

chance to become the No 1 ranked batsman but two
failures could see him drop a place to No 3. Ricky
Ponting and Simon Katich are the only other
Australia batsmen in the top 20, although Mike
Hussey may join them after his hundred. Stuart
Clark will slip out of the top five bowlers.

Gideon Haigh
Commentary

The Ashes notebook

Running into trouble: Ponting stretches in vain to beat Flintoff’s throw after being called for a sharp single by Hussey and hesitating before setting off

Cheers for fears as defeatists get
the chance to rejoice in victory

Scoreboard

I
remember when an old friend
met the love of his life. “I know
I’m going to make a mess of it,
because I always do. But at the
moment I can’t see how.” That

was as near to optimism I have ever
known him (and no, he didn’t make a
mess of it). But that’s what it’s like
being a lover of England cricket. You
simply can’t do optimism.
Not, at any rate, when England are

playing Australia. So there were Aus-
tralia, asked to make the highest
fourth-innings score not only in Test
matches but in all first-class cricket,
and still every English person in the
ground feared the worst. It was as if
we expect Foinavon to win the Grand
National every year, as if we expect
Australia to win the lottery every
week.
The figures simply didn’t stack up.

There was no way England could fail
to win this match. Well, maybe one
way . . . and ooh-er, off we go again,
because anything can happen when
you are playing 11 supermen from the
outback with nerves of steel and
blood-flavoured chewing gum, people
who are capable of anything.
If you had done the maths, yester-

day should have been a day of celebra-
tion right from the start, an all-day
gloat. But, of course, it was nothing of
the kind. It was a day of fear and
dread, leavened with occasional shafts
of hope — hope that was almost

instantly suppressed, as being far too
risky a thing.
This mood of desperate defeatism

must have absolutely boggled the
Australians, who simply can’t under-
stand the culture of self-defensive
pessimism it springs from. So the
question at the ground right from the
beginning was not “how long will it
take to finish these people off?” but “in
what way are we going to make a mess
of this?”
It was a mood that spread out on to

the field of play, as moods tend to. The
England players had the chance of
their lives to make a spot of cricketing
history and yet, on this day of days,
they went through flat periods, they
went through going-through-the-
motions periods as if they, too, were
unable to believe in victory as a seri-
ous possibility.
They also dropped a few catches

just to keep Australia in the hunt, with
Paul Collingwood, of all people, re-
sponsible for three of them. England
couldn’t quite believe in victory,
couldn’t quite bear to finish the job. It
was the same story four years ago —
the two victories and the final draw
being long drawn-out agonies of
flickering and faltering belief.
There was a long period yesterday

as Ricky Ponting, the Australia cap-
tain, and Mike Hussey were batting
together, when it seemed England
would never take another wicket, that
Australia would cruise to the target of
546 while the Gloucester Old Spots

spiralled and curvetted in the sky
above. A clear sky, but a cloud of
gloom blotted out the bright sun of
good cheer. On such a day, surely only
England could fill a ground with doom
and gloom.
There’s an ancient cricket joke

about these terrible, hopeless periods
of impotent bowlers bowling to in-
vulnerable batsmen. It’s called “bowl-
ing for run-outs”. And so, in a glorious
and surreal passage of play, one that
lasted a miraculous six balls across
two overs, two run-outs came at once
and the day and the match were more
or less sorted out.
First Ponting hesitated at the

non-striker’s end before setting out:

Andrew Flintoff — a muted figure for
most of his final Test — gathered the
ball, swung the mighty shoulders and
brought off a direct hit. Ah, that
Freddie should live to see such a day,
emulating no lesser cricketer than the
great Gary Pratt.
Half a dozen balls later, Michael

Clarke flicked Graham Swann to leg
and set off for a well-deserved off-the-
mark single. Alas, he didn’t see that
the ball had rebounded off Alastair
Cook’s boot at short leg and Andrew
Strauss at leg slip underarmed the
stumps down.
Of course, it wasn’t that order was

restored instantly and that all fear was
banished. This is still England for
God’s sake, playing Australia for
God’s sake. But a more balanced appre-
ciation of cricketing probabilities
began to infuse the ground and as the
subsequent wickets were laboriously
prised out, finally coming in a great
and glorious rush, the mood had
changed to one of rejoicing.
But it was a peculiarly English kind

of rejoicing, one that was more like
relief. There was relief that England
hadn’t, after all, made a mess of it.
There was mild surprise that the team
who outplayed the other lot through-
out the match were actually capable of
winning it. So on, then, with the
celebrations.
England have regained the Ashes, a

glorious summer has reached a joyful
conclusion.
Never in doubt, was it?

England: First Innings
* A J Strauss c Haddin b Hilfenhaus (101 balls, 11 fours)  55
A N Cook c Ponting b Siddle (12 balls, 2 fours)  10
I R Bell b Siddle (137 balls, 10 fours)  72
P D Collingwood c Hussey b Siddle (65 balls, 3 fours)  24
I J L Trott run out (81 balls, 5 fours)  41
† M J Prior c Watson b Johnson (33 balls, 2 fours)  18
A Flintoff c Haddin b Johnson (19 balls, 1 four)  7
S C J Broad c Ponting b Hilfenhaus (69 balls, 5 fours)  37
G P Swann c Haddin b Siddle (28 balls, 2 fours) 18
J M Anderson lbw b Hilfenhaus (6 balls) 0
S J Harmison not out (12 balls, 3 fours) 12
Extras (b 12, lb 5, w 3, nb 18)  38
Total (90.5 overs)  332
Fall of wickets 1-12, 2-114, 3-176, 4-181, 5-229, 6-247, 7-268, 8-307, 9-308
Bowling Hilfenhaus 21.5-5-71-3; Siddle 21-6-75-4; Clark 14-5-41-0; Johnson
15-0-69-2; North 14-3-33-0; Watson 5-0-26-0
Australia: First Innings
S R Watson lbw b Broad (69 balls, 7 fours) 34
S M Katich c Cook b Swann (107 balls, 7 fours) 50
* R T Ponting b Broad (15 balls, 1 four) 8
M E K Hussey lbw b Broad (3 balls) 0
M J Clarke c Trott b Broad (7 balls) 3
M J North lbw b Swann (17 balls, 1 four) 8
† B J Haddin b Broad (9 balls) 1
M G Johnson c Prior b Swann (24 balls, 2 fours) 11
P M Siddle not out (38 balls, 5 fours) 26
S R Clark c Cook b Swann (8 balls, 1 four) 6
B W Hilfenhaus b Flintoff (21 balls, 1 four) 6
Extras (b 1, lb 5, nb 1) 7
Total (52.5 overs) 160
Fall of wickets 1-73, 2-85, 3-89, 4-93, 5-108, 6-109, 7-111, 8-131, 9-143
Bowling Anderson 9-3-29-0; Flintoff 13.5-4-35-1; Swann 14-3-38-4; Harmison
4-1-15-0; Broad 12-1-37-5
England: Second Innings
* A J Strauss c Clarke b North (191 balls, 8 fours) 75
A N Cook c Clarke b North (35 balls)  9
I R Bell c Katich b Johnson (7 balls, 1 four) 4
P D Collingwood c Katich b Johnson (7 balls) 1
I J L Trott c North b Clark (193 balls, 12 fours) 119
† M J Prior run out (9 balls, 1 four) 4
A Flintoff c Siddle b North (18 balls, 4 fours) 22
S C J Broad c Ponting b North (35 balls, 5 fours) 29
G P Swann c Haddin b Hilfenhaus (55 balls, 9 fours) 63
J M Anderson not out (29 balls, 2 fours) 15
Extras (b 1, lb 15, w 7, nb 9)  32
Total (9 wkts dec, 95 overs)  373
Fall of wickets 1-27, 2-34, 3-39, 4-157, 5-168, 6-200, 7-243, 8-333, 9-373
Bowling Hilfenhaus 11-1-58-1; Siddle 17-3-69-0; North 30-4-98-4; Johnson 17-1-60-2;
Katich 5-2-9-0; Clark 12-2-43-1; Clarke 3-0-20-0
Australia: Second Innings
S R Watson lbw b Broad (81 balls, 6 fours) 40
S M Katich lbw b Swann (68 balls, 7 fours) 43
* R T Ponting run out (103 balls, 10 fours) 66
M E K Hussey c Cook b Swann (263 balls, 14 fours) 121
M J Clarke run out (4 balls) 0
M J North st Prior b Swann (24 balls, 2 fours) 10
† B J Haddin c Strauss b Swann (49 balls, 6 fours) 34
M G Johnson c Collingwood b Harmison (5 balls) 0
P M Siddle c Flintoff b Harmison (14 balls, 1 four) 10
S R Clark c Cook b Harmison (1 ball) 0
B W Hilfenhaus not out (8 balls, 1 four) 4
Extras (b 7, lb 7, nb 6) 20
Total (102.2 overs) 348
Fall of wickets 1-86, 2-90, 3-217, 4-220, 5-236, 6-327, 7-327, 8-343, 9-343
Bowling Anderson 12-2-46-0; Flintoff 11-1-42-0; Harmison 16-5-54-3; Swann
40.2-8-120-4; Broad 22-4-71-1; Collingwood 1-0-1-0
Toss England
Umpires Asad Rauf (Pakistan) and B F Bowden (New Zealand)
Match referee R S Madugalle (Sri Lanka)

6Not only did Ben
Hilfenhaus take the
most wickets in the
series with a total of 22,
he also bowled the
most maiden overs, 40

Leading Australia averages

How they rated

Ashes fact

Ashes fact

Ashes fact

Leading England averages

6Graeme Swann
bowled 40.2 overs
in Australia’s final
innings, the most overs
for a single bowler in
one innings this series

Simon Barnes Chief Sports Writer

Fifth npower Test

Batting * denotes not out
 M I NO Runs HS Avge 100 50

M J Clarke 5 8 1 448 136 64.00 2 2
M J North 5 8 1 367 *125 52.42 2 1
R T Ponting 5 8 0 385 150 48.12 1 2
S R Watson 3 5 0 240 62 48.00 0 3
B J Haddin 4 6 0 278 121 46.33 1 1
S M Katich 5 8 0 341 122 42.62 1 1

Bowling O M Runs Wkts Avge 5w 10w Best bowl

B W Hilfenhaus 180.5 40 604 22 27.45 0 0 4-60
P M Siddle 161.4 24 616 20 30.80 1 0 5-21
N M Hauritz 103.2 17 321 10 32.10 0 0 3-63
M G Johnson 162.1 15 651 20 32.55 1 0 5-69
S R Clark 47 12 176 4 44.00 0 0 3-18
M J North 67.3 13 204 4 51.00 0 0 4-98

GRAHAM HUGHES

Clarke: rise to No 1
slid from his grasp

Australia suffer
severe slide
in their status

6Australia scored 2,886
runs in the series, compared
with England’s 2,869. Of the
ten centuries scored, only two
came from England players, who
hit three sixes to Australia’s ten

Batting * denotes not out
 M I NO Runs HS Avge 100 50

I J L Trott 1 2 0 160 119 80.00 1 0
A J Strauss 5 9 0 474 161 52.66 1 3
K P Pietersen 2 4 0 153 69 38.25 0 1
G P Swann 5 8 1 249 63 35.57 0 2
A Flintoff 4 7 1 200 74 33.33 0 1
M J Prior 5 9 1 261 61 32.62 0 2
S J Harmison 2 3 2 31 *19 31.00 0 0

Bowling O M Runs Wkts Avge 5w 10w Best bowl

S C J Broad 154.1 25 544 18 30.22 2 0 6-91
G Onions 77.4 11 303 10 30.30 0 0 4-58
S J Harmison 43 10 167 5 33.40 0 0 3-54
G P Swann 170.2 30 567 14 40.50 0 0 4-38
J M Anderson 158 38 542 12 45.16 1 0 5-80
A Flintoff 128.5 18 417 8 52.12 1 0 5-92

Fifth npower Test

Series defeat cut short a reign
at No 1, Patrick Kidd reports

Shane Warne: the staggering decision that cost us the Ashes Page 63

Battered but
unbowed –
Ponting puts
on brave face


